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WAR  OR  ARBITRATION 


BY 


The  Very  Reverend  the  Dean  of  Gibraltar. 


HOW  deeply  thankful  may  all  real  friends  of 
humanity  feel  for  the  epoch-making  announce- 
ments of  President  Taft  and  Sir  E.  Grey  on 
the  subject  of  unrestricted  Arbitration,  and  for  the 
hearty  enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  rejoicing  made  in 
response  throughout  England  and  the  United  States. 
Suddenly  and  unexpectedly  words  have  been  spoken 
which  have  startled  into  life  the  conscience  and  dormant 
aspirations  of  humanity.  That  our  Prime  Minister,  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
the  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop,  the  Free  Church  Repre- 
sentative, and  the  Chief  Rabbi  should  stand  united  on 
the  platform  in  favour  of  the  movement,  has  a  signi- 
ficance impossible  to  exaggerate.  The  gigantic  forces 
of  religion,  politics,  labour,  and  humanity,  have  shaken 
off  their  slumber  and  apathy,  and  determined  that  there 
shall  henceforth  be  no  vacillation  and  retreat  from  the 
position  thus  occupied.  We  may  now  venture  to  hope 
that  the  awfully  critical  and  precarious  period  of  balance 
between  war  and  arbitration  has  passed  —  between 
civilisation  and  barbarism — between  a  bright  future  for 
this  Western  world,  or  instead  a  sudden  irretrievable 
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downfall  in  blood  and  fire  and  bankruptcy.  The  age 
has  been  hovering  between  the  appeals  of  the  Angel 
of  Peace  and  the  Demon  of  War,  until  now,  when  of 
God's  mercy  we  may  look  forward  to  the  fulfilment 
of  the  Prophet's  longed-for  promise,  when  men  shall 
"beat  their  swords  into  ploughshares,  and  their  spears 
into  pruning-hooks  :  nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword 
against  nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more." 
(Isa.  ii,  2-4) 

Till  now  this  beautiful  promise  has  seemed  as  if  it 
never  could  come  to  pass — and  shocking  indeed  it  is  and 
humiliating  that  some  2,000  years  after  the  coming  and 
teaching  of  Our  Lord  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  most 
eminent  and  powerful  of  Christian  nations  have  set  the 
example  of  mistrust  of  their  brother  man  in  other 
Christian  nations. 

Unspeakably  sad  that  modern  statesmen  have  been 
compelled  to  base  their  policy  on  the  expectation  of 
human  untrustworthiness  and  perfidy — on  the  assumption 
that  mankind  generally  are  a  crowd  of  cheats  and  liars 
— and  that  the  best  likelihood  of  peace  lies  in  preparation 
for  war. 

Although  we  no  longer  eat  our  fellow-men,  nor 
torture  prisoners,  nor  sack  cities,  killing  their  inhabitants, 
we  still  kill  each  other  in  war  like  barbarians.  Only 
wild  beasts  are  excusable  for  doing  that  in  this  twentieth 
century  of  the  Christian  era;  for  what  in  war  is  actually 
criminal  and  contrary  to  reason,  morals,  and  religion, 
lies  in  this  :  that  it  does  not  decide  in  favour  of  the 
right,  but  always  of  the  strong.  Bayonets,  rifles,  and 
cannon  cannot  determine  the  justice  of  any  cause.  The 
slaughter  of  thousands  is  simply  the  triumph  of  brute 
force. 
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It  is  now,  moreover,  well  ascertained  that  not  only 
commercial  men,  parliamentarians,  Christian  Ministers, 
and  Labour  Representatives,  but  preeminently  the  multi- 
tudinous masses  of  every  European  nation  as  well  as 
of  the  United  States,  regard  with  repugnance  and 
disgust  the  settlement  of  disputes  by  the  arbitrament  of 
war ;  and  are  actively  energising,  instead,  in  favour  of 
peaceful  arbitration  at  The  Hague. 

The  chief  opponents  of  such  a  facile  and  final  award 
are  of  course  those  pecuniarily  or  professionally  inte- 
rested in  armaments,  military  and  naval ;  in  manufactories 
of  cannon,  rifles,  and  powder  ;  in  shipbuilding ;  in  cloth 
for  uniforms  ;  contractors  who  are  employed  year  after 
year  in  building  fortifications ;  contractors  who  supply 
the  armies  with  horses  and  mules ;  contractors  who 
supply  armies  and  navies  with  commissariat  food  ;  and 
specially  a  certain  section  of  the  Press.  To  the  Press, 
war  with  its  heart-throbbing  details  of  horrors  innumer- 
able brings  assured  success  and  ample  fortune.  Vice 
makes  news,  virtue  does  not.  The  Press  is  apt  to 
remind  us  that  war  brings  out  continually  chivalrous, 
self-sacrificing,  noble  characteristics ;  that  it  gives  oppor- 
tunities for  a  display  of  great  patriotism;  that  the 
example  of  men  who  have  given  their  lives  for  their 
country  is  an  inspiring  thing.  All  this  is  perfectly  true ; 
and  high  honour  is  due  for  such  chivalrous  patriots.  But 
surely  one  may  venture  to  suggest  that  there  is  as 
much  inspiration  in  a  noble  life  as  in  a  heroic  death ; 
that  as  great  a  blessing  to  one's  country  and  to  mankind 
flows  from  a  long  and  devoted  life  of  duty,  whether  of 
statesman,  or  physicians,  or  scientists,  or  missionaries, 
as  from  another  man  who  shed  his  blood  upon  the 
battlefield.     We  owe   esteem  and  honour   to   all  such 


4 


WAR  OR  ARBITRATION. 


patriots;  but  let  us  not  forget  that  the  hero  who  died 
for  his  country  might,  had  he  lived,  have  proved  a 
lifelong  blessing  by  his  heroic  character  and  influence. 

Courage,  dash  and  bravery  in  warfare  have  no 
longer  the  opportunity  of  distinction  as  in  days  of 
yore,  when  men  met  face  to  face  foemen  worthy  of 
their  steel.  Now  they  are  mown  down  afar  off  by 
Maxims,  and  artillery ;  or  lying  down  are  shot  by  the 
smokeless  rifles  of  an  invisible  enemy  ;  or  on  board  ship 
are  crashed  in  a  moment  into  Eternity  by  a  torpedo 
or  a  broadside  at  telescopic  distance.  War  does  not 
add  more  virility  to  a  nation  than  peace  does.  War 
kills  off  or  makes  life-cripples  of  multitudes  of  its 
strongest,  bravest,  and  noblest  forms  of  mankind.  See 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  French  army,  after  its 
Napoleonic  wars,  the  dwarfed,  dwindled,  narrow  chested, 
diminutive  rank  and  file.  What  have  their  wars  done 
to  make  the  nation  more  virile  ?  Nowhere  is  Militarism 
more  hated  and  obstructed.  And  on  the  other  hand 
mark  the  Japanese,  who  in  war  forced  the  admiration 
of  the  world  upon  their  grand  self-sacrificing  death- 
defying  prowess.  Was  it  previous  wars  that  developed 
this  national  chivalrous  heroism  ?  No,  it  took  its  rise 
from  SIX  generations  of  peace.  . 

In  peace,  the  virile  and  the  brave  survive,  with 
their  fair  women  and  manly  descendants.  In  peace 
children  bury  their  time-worn  aged  parents.  In  war 
parents  bury  their  stalwart  bread-winning  sons,  to  the 
lifelong  wail  and  distress  of  widows  and  orphans. 

According  to  reliable  calculations,  in  less  than  300 
years  there  has  been  spent  in  the  game  of  human 
slaughter  £1,500,000,000,  drawn  in  taxes  from  the  hard 
earnings  of  the  workers  of  the  country.     The  world's 
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wars  during  the  nineteenth  century  amounted  to  nearly 
£4,000,000,000.  About  16s.  in  every  £1  raised  in  taxes 
has  to  be  paid  for  existing  armaments,  and  for  interest 
on  the  National  Debt,  £762,463,625,  incurred  mainly 
by  previous  wars.  All  the  European  States  are  groaning 
under  the  taxation  required  to  maintain  their  armaments. 
Some  of  them  are  almost  crashed  by  a  debt  which 
borders  on  bankruptcy.  The  money  thus  wasted  would 
literally  make  poverty  unknown.  The  wealth,  the 
strength,  the  skill  which  should  be  devoted  to  schools, 
orphanages,  hospitals,  the  better  housing  of  the  poor, 
the  old-age  pensions,  are  year  by  year  more  and  more 
absorbed  by  the  most  gigantic  preparations  for  warfare 
which  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

And  with  what  results  ?  Take,  for  instance,  some 
few  points  connected  with  our  last  war  in  South  Africa, 
remembering  that  the  losses  on  the  other  side  were  at 
least  equal  to  our  own.  Killed  in  action,  2,657  ;  died 
of  wounds  in  South  Africa,  670 ;  died  of  disease,  4,337 ; 
total  deaths,  7,810;  total  wounded,  12,209;  invalids 
sent  home,  19,277.  Add  to  these  the  death  of  some  400,000 
horses  and  mules,  together  with  a  debt  £222,000,000 ; 
with  £20,000,000  a  year  ever  since  the  war  in  increased 
taxation. 

Take  next  the  awful  slaughter  of  Russians  and 
Japanese  in  the  recent  war,  which  is  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  Of  the  Japanese  there  were 
killed  and  wounded  218,429,  besides  of  their  sick,  221,326; 
total,  439,565  sufferers.  Add  to  these  the  Russian 
losses,  and  the  number  will  be  nearly  a  million  wrecked 
and  injured  men  in  this  one  war.  Arbitration  would 
have  prevented  this  awful  catastrophe.  Or  take  the 
Crimean  war,  which  started  from  a  trifling  quarrel  over 
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the  protection  of  holy  places  in  Palestine,  and  was 
mainly  developed  by  Napoleon  III.  for  the  selfish 
purpose  of  establishing  his  own  dynasty  by  means  of  a 
great  European  war.  That  war  cost  the  Western 
Powers  428,000  men,  and  the  Russians  325,000.  It  cost 
England,  moreover,  £69,000,000  directly,  and 
£63,000,000  indirectly.  The  whole  of  that  war  was 
sheer  and  useless  waste  of  life  and  money,  and  no  satis- 
factory object  gained. 

Then  learn  the  moral  of  Fashoda  :  that  two  nations 
may  be  living  in  peace  side  by  side  to-day,  and  the 
day  after  to-morrow  may  be  preparing  at  breakneck 
speed  for  the  slaughter  of  perhaps*  100,000  of  their 
finest,  healthiest  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  at  a  cost  of 
millions  of  money.  This  has  happened,  and  may  at  any 
time  again  happen.  Some  unforeseen  startling  incident 
is  announced  in  the  papers,  for  which  Germany  perhaps 
blames  England;  England  retaliates  and  becomes 
infuriated.  Within  a  week,  within  a  day  it  may  be,  all 
the  circumstances  of  international  life  and  commerce 
may  be  disturbed,  and  nation  may  confront  nation  with 
its  hand  upon  the  sword.  What  is  the  lesson  which 
common  sense  and  sound  judgment  force  upon  our 
attention  in  this  matter  ?  Why,  that  if  we  are  wise, 
we  ought  to  welcome  any  and  every  attempt  made  by 
responsible  men  in  order  to  increase  the  number  of 
safeguards  against  sudden  and  impulsive  war.  Yes, 
sudden  and  impulsive  war!  And  remark,  that  in  every  such 
case,  it  is  the  Yellow  Jingo  Press  which  is  responsible. 
Kings,  Statesmen,  Ambassadors,  and  Parliaments  are  all 
unanimous  on  this  point — that  it  is  a  section  of  this 
irresponsible  Press  which  is  the  chief  and  pernicious 
cause  of  creating  trouble  and  turmoil  by  hounding  on 
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nations  into  conflict.  We  all  remember  how  as  soon  as 
the  Dogger  Bank  outrage  occurred  a  few  years  ago, 
these  newspapers,  in  their  disgraceful  inflammatory 
articles  and  headings,  almost  drove  our  statesmen  into 
despair  of  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  dispute.  But 
happily,  of  Grod's  mercy,  the  nation  in  a  few  weeks 
regained  its  calm  and  equanimity.  The  Cabinet  appointed 
an  English  representative  to  a  Commission  of  Inquiry 
which  by  the  previous  Hague  Convention  had  been  pro- 
vided for  such  international  disputes ;  and  thus  at  the 
trifling  cost  of  £4,000  each  to  Russia  and  England,  the 
fierce,  threatening  quarrel  terminated.  It  was  arranged 
that  ample  compensation,  £65,000,  should  be  paid  to  the 
English  fishermen  for  their  losses.  Both  nations  were 
completely  satisfied,  and  resumed  the  same  satisfactory 
and  harmonious  relations  as  before. 

Last  year  (1910)  the  Arbitration  of  the  Fisheries 
dispute  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
which  had  been  the  source  of  90  years  of  dangerous 
friction,  has  given  an  award  quite  satisfactory  to  both 
parties. 

Over  130  Arbitration  Agreements  have  been  signed 
between  the  Powers  since  1899,  and  nearly  20  of  them 
have  been  renewed  since  they  were  first  signed.  Sixty 
of  these  treaties  were  made  before  the  second  Hague 
Conference  in  1907 ;  and,  under  the  stimulus  of  that 
Conference,  70  have  been  signed  since. 

Very  few  of  those  who  talk  about  war  have  the 
slightest  idea  what  it  is.  In  spite  of  modern  immense 
humanity  reforms,  it  may  be  summed  up  to  be  the 
combination  and  concentration  of  all  the  horrors, 
atrocities  and  crimes,  and  sufferings  of  which  human 
nature  is  capable.    Besides  the  heartrending  misery  and 
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privation  of  orphans  and  widows,  there  remains  the 
check  which  it  puts  on  all  efforts  to  promote  human 
progress  and  advancement,  the  general  demoralisation 
it  bequeaths,  and  the  fact,  moreover,  that  the  exact 
objects  for  which  the  sword  was  drawn  are  seldom 
gained,  and  if  gained  are  seldom  worth  the  terrible 
cost  of  life  and  treasure,  bodily  suffering,  and  mental 
anguish  at  which  they  are  purchased. 

Oh !  the  gallant  hearts  that  are  lying  cold  and  still 
On  the  slope  below  the  summit  of  the  plateau  of  the  hill. 
Oh!  the  gallant  hearts  that  are  sobbing  out  their  souls, 
As  the  chilly  night-wind  reaches  the  burning  bullet-holes. 
And,  oh !  the  writhing  mass  of  pain,  close-packed  with  the 

tranquil  slain, 
When  the  grey  morn  wakes  again. 

"  My  heart  is  broken,"  wrote  Wellington  on  the 
morrow  of  Waterloo,  "  by  the  terrible  loss  I  have 
sustained  in  my  old  friends  and  companions,  and  my 
poor  soldiers.  Believe  me,"  he  said,  "nothing  except 
a  battle  lost  can  be  half  so  melancholy  as  a  battle 
won." 

War,  in  short,  is  the  curse  of  mankind.  It  is 
literally  a  hell  upon  earth,  which  every  lover  of 
humanity  should  set  himself  in  heart-earnest  to  do  all 
that  in  him  lies  to  check  and  hinder;  and  to  urge 
instead  arbitration. 

Without  exaggeration  this  question  between  war 
and  arbitration  has  become  the  most  important  problem 
that  the  twentieth  century  has  to  solve.  Never  in  all 
preceding  ages  has  the  question  been  so  eagerly  and 
universally  discussed  among  civilised  nations,  and  by 
many  of  them  already  put  in  action, 
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With  the  terrible  increase  of  Dread  noughts  and 
the  consequent  burden  of  debt,  there  has  arisen  side 
by  side  with  it  the  absolute  necessity  of  arbitration — 
England's  armament  bill  for  1911  is  £73,000,000,  and 
with  India  and  Colonies  £103,000,000. 

What  is  called  the  peace  footing  of  the  civilised 
nations  involves  a  cost  which  makes  one's  brain  reel, 
every  penny  of  which  is  a  drain  on  the  productive 
energies  of  mankind. 

It  is  within  the  mark  to  estimate  the  annual 
expenditure  at  nearly  £500,000,000 — which  represents 
a  portion  only  of  national  social  economic  loss — the 
prelude  to  bankruptcy.  But  we  may  thank  God  that 
this  gigantic  evil,  scandal,  and  curse  has  given  rise  to 
a  most  powerful  movement  of  sanctified  common-sense 
antagonism.  Carnegie  has  handed  over  to  a  Board  of 
Trustees  £2,000,000— producing  £100,000  a  year— for 
the  promotion  of  perpetual  peace  and  the  abolition  of 
war. 

Here  someone  may  reasonably  remark,  it  is  easy 
for  a  Conference  to  pass  resolutions  and  decisions  about 
arbitration  and  friendly  treaties ;  but  suppose  that,  in 
spite  of  them,  one  of  the  signatory  nations  refuses  to 
be  bound  by  the  arbitration  award,  and  forthwith 
attacks  its  opponent.  Who  or  what  can  arrest  and 
duly  punish  that  aggresive  government  ?  And  the 
satisfactory  reply  is  this  :  There  is  now,  thank  God,  such 
a  remarkable  advance  among  the  masses  of  all  civilised 
nations — such  a  growing  sense  of  the  folly  and  wickedness 
of  war,  except  for  defensive  purposes — such  an  earnest 
desire  for  international  rapprochement  and  entente 
cordiale,  peace  and  brotherhood,  that  no  Government, 
however  independent  and  headstrong,  would   dare,  by 
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immediate  onset  of  warfare,  to  encounter  the  array  of 
denunciation,  condemnation,  and  ostracism  of  the  other 
nations.  The  general  outburst  of  public  opinion  would  at 
once  declare  it  to  be  an  enemy  of  the  human  race — refuse 
it  war  loans,  boycott  its  exports  and  commerce  to  the 
verge  of  financial  ruin.  Might  was  right  in  the  days  of 
our  barbarian  ancestors.  It  is  no  longer  so,  and  will 
permanently  cease  in  the  days  of  our  children. 

If  any  ask — What  can  such  comparatively  insig- 
nificant persons  as  ourselves  do  in  so  important  a 
matter  ?  Much,  my  friends,  may  be  done  by  every  one 
of  us.  It  is  not  necessary  to  be  an  M.P.  or  statesman 
to  influence  others  towards  national  amendment.  It  was 
a  Prime  Minister  (Lord  Beaconsfield)  who  told  us : 
"  Public  men  are  not  the  most  powerful.  A  public  man 
is  responsible,  and  a  responsible  man  is  a  slave.  It  is 
private  life,"  he  said,  "  which  governs  public  men  and 
Cabinet  Ministers."  Let,  then,  your  voice  be  heard  in  your 
homes  and  surroundings.  Little  acts  done  for  God  and 
man  often,  by  God's  help,  have  most  powerful  and 
lasting  effect.  In  all  such  cases  do  what  in  you  lies, 
and  leave  the  rest  to  Him. 

Finally,  let  our  prayer  be,  that  we  may  never  in 
future,  as  a  nation,  suffer  the  blind  wild  beast  of  force 
to  stir  our  hearts  too  easily.  Never  thirst  for  military 
fame  among  the  nations ;  never  be  swept  away  by  the 
tides  of  passion,  or  eager  to  chase  the  will-o'-the-wisp 
of  glory.  May  we  ever  strive  by  calmness,  by  justice, 
by  honourable  diplomacy,  by  forbearance,  by  trying  to 
make  ourselves  among  our  neighbours  not  only  feared 
but  loved,  by  being  ready  to  merge  petty  advantages 
in  the  broader  interests  of  humanity,  by  promoting,  if 
possible,    in    every   suitable    case,   the    settlement  of 
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national  disputes  by  impartial  arbitration.  Such  a 
spirit  will  in  all  probability  in  the  lifetime  of  some  of 
you  lead  to  the  creation  of  the  United  States  of  Europe, 
when  the  war-drum  among  us  shall  throb  no  longer, 
and  the  battle-flag  be  for  ever  furled,  and  nothing  be 
permitted  to  break  the  brotherhood  of  man  with  man. 


